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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

697 U.S. Courthouse 
West 920 Riverside 
Spokane, Washington 99201 

May 29, 1987 

Mr. Robie Russell 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

Dear Robie: 

As 
Colbert 
of much 
years. 
cleanup 

you are aware, the contaminated area of the 
landfill in Spokane County has been the source 
contention and litigation over the past two 
The site currently is l isted as a Superfund 
site. 

The attached news article indicates that reports 
and recommendations are now coming as to what can and 
should be done to clean up the area. Regrettably, there 
is a great deal of concern as to the proper steps to 
be taken. More importantly, there is more concern over 
the lack of adequate time to comment on the plan. 

Hopefully you will agree that three weeks is not 

as' (hit 

a great deal of time for the people in the area to assess 
the full impact of the plant and that it would be reasonable 
to allow another 60 day extension for additional public 
comment and review of the proposal. I hope that your 
agency can see fit to grant this extension. I view 
it as adding public confidence to the process as well 
as ensuring that the best possible plan for cleanup 
will evolve. Please note that the Department of Ecology 
officials as well as Spokane County officials also concur 
in this. A grant of this extension of time would be 
extremely helpful in solving this problem. 

Best regards, 
0000021 

~~ 
A. J. "Bud" Pardini 
Eastern Washington Directo~ 

USEPA SF 
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1~1 el~L§:-------(Continucd from page 19)---------

chemicals we, I.! not dumped lly lhc 
ker,board manufacturer. d1 J1 11j1:-:d in the Colbert landfill. 

F P111 u[ lhc six most serious chcmi­
c:tl s arl' I hour,hl to I.Jc linked to sol­
\T 11t s pl;iccd in lhc landfill in the 
la te 111;os t,y l~cy Tronic Corp. 

Wl'lls would be drilled into the 
.1quifcrr. south o( the lamlfill, to 
ht·atl urc lhe now of contaminated 
i:1 uullll wall'r that will eventually 
re:ich lhe Little Spokane if it goes 
uricheckcu. 

Other systems .1lso were consid­
<'n'u in lhl~ feasibility study - an 8-
l11d1-lhil'k. report released earlier 
this 111011th - bt:.l arc rated as less 
t1e:.ira1Jle 'because they provide less 
1 ·roteclion lo public health or the 
":1dn111111c11t, or are more cxpen­
s1\·e. 

Tlw p1 t•po~cd system wouldn' t · 
l' limina t~ lhc chc111icals from the 
w;• Ler. h11 l would m :ike · it salc 
en 1uf.h lo drink. under federal 
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standards. The aeration towers 
would put the chemicals into the 
air, but they should disperse quick­
ly lo minimize any dangers, John­
son said. 

The study will undergo further 
review by county, stale and federal 
omcials. Ecoloizy Department om­
cials addressed one complaint al 
lile beginning of U1e meelmg when 
they announced local residents 
would have until June 30 to com­
ment on the plan. 

When the study was released, 
comments were due by next Fri­
day. 

Some Key Tronic employees said 
their company is getting an unfair 
portion of the blame for contamina­
tion thal results from many chemi­
cals dwnped into the l:lnJ1Ul during 
the 18 years it was operated by 
SpClkane County. At least two of the 
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' It's likely there were 111 :i 11 y 
olhcr contributors (to the ,,,1 ll u­
tion)" Ed Sonderm:in said. " W ial i :; 
the Department of Ecology <loi 111: to 
identify some of those oth ... r con­
tributors?" 

Fred Gardner, the deparlm~11 t's 
project manager for lhe CollJcrl 
cleanup, said some chemicals ma y 
be traced to Fairchild Air Forc.:e 
Base, which also used the <l u111p. 
Bul pinning down rcs ponsihilily for 
other chemicals ls diHicull b1!ca11 w 
the records are incomplete, he said. 

"It would re~uire quite a Lil of 
.detective work,' Gardner sai,1. 

Under federal law, companies r c­
sponsillle for the conl:uninalion c·:m 
be required lo share in the co:;ls of 
the.cleanup. 
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